
 

 

20 mph speed limits for Dundee - What do you think? 

Living Streets campaigns for safer streets and a better overall environment for everyone.   As part of the GO20 

campaign, it supports action for 20mph speed limits in residential areas.  Living Streets is not anti-car but wants a 

better deal for those who have no access to a car (nearly half the households in Dundee) and those who opt for 

other reasons to walk, cycle and travel by bus.  

A major issue, almost everywhere that people live, is safety, and traffic speed is felt to be one of the major 
sources of worry.   Parents are concerned for their children’s safety, and a survey carried out by road safety 
charity Brake found 77% of children themselves said they wished drivers would slow down around their home and 
school.  There also increasing numbers of older people who cannot move quickly, are daunted by the volume and 
aggressive nature of much driving and deserve more sensitive consideration by way of slower speeds. 

In response all such factors, many places have introduced 20 mph limits in residential areas - Angus, Glasgow 
and Edinburgh for example. In fact Edinburgh have just announced that their trial in the south of the city has had  
a positive effect.  Before it started 75% of respondents to the consultation supported it; at its conclusion the 
transport convener reported that “In the pilot area, the level of support for the 20mph speed limit has 
increased, and was viewed by residents as safer for children walking about the area and to play in the street, 
better conditions for walking and fewer traffic incidents.” 

Dundee it has to be said, remains stubbornly resistant, and sticks to a policy made in 2003 to concentrate 
resources in key accident prone areas. Nobody would argue with the need for that, but it is not an either/or, and 
the cost of making that whole south side area of Edinburgh 20 mph was only £100,000.   Not a lot to pay for 
safer streets.  

However I am jumping ahead and the reason for contacting community groups at this point is to try to find out 
what people in the local areas of Dundee think about this issue. I will be very happy to come to one of your 
meetings to spend a short time listening to what you have to say on this matter; equally to meet individuals or 
groups at any mutually convenient time and place.  Or if you just want to discuss the issue yourselves and let me 
know your thoughts and feelings that will be fine. My contact details are as follows 

e-mail:     george@gammack.eclipse.co.uk 
phone:    01382 778636 

 
This is an informal information gathering exercise to try to get some indication of public feeling, which hopefully 
may be a stage in making progress on this issue. While it may possibly happen (and we hope it will happen) that 
the Scottish Government makes a statutory requirement on this matter, it can in the meantime do no harm for 
people to make their views known.   

You can find out more about Living Streets at   http://www.livingstreets.co.uk/living-streets-scotland 
The GO20 website is   http://go20.org/ 
 

Or feel free to contact me for more information 

Best wishes 

George Gammack 
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